
JUSTIFICATION   FOR   SERIES   0000   
  

(Pending   Board   Approval   May   19,   2021)   
  

Background:  
  

BP/AR   0420.4   -   Charter   School   Authorization   
(BP/AR   revised)   

Policy  updated  to  reflect   NEW  LAWS  (AB  1505  and  1595)  which  extend  the  timeline  for  holding  a                                   
public  hearing  to  determine  the  level  of  support  for  a  charter  petition,  extend  the  timeline  for  making  a                                     
final  decision  to  grant  or  deny  the  petition,  define  receipt  of  the  petition  for  the  purpose  of  determining                                     

the  beginning  of  this  time  period,  and  require  publishing  staff  recommendations  15  days  prior  to  the                                 
hearing  at  which  the  final  decision  will  be  made.  As  amended,  criteria  for  reviewing  the  petition  require                                   
consideration  of  the  interests  of  the  community  in  which  the  school  is  proposing  to  locate  and                                 
prohibit  the  approval  of  a  new  charter  school  offering  nonclassroom-based  instruction  until  January  1,                             
2022.  Regulation  reflects   NEW  LAWS  (AB  1505  and  AB  1595)  which  revise  the  required  components                               
of  a  petition  to  delete  a  requirement  to  include  annual  goals  that  apply  to  the  nature  of  the  program                                       
operated,  add  a  requirement  that  the  petition  describe  the  means  by  which  the  charter  school  will                                 
achieve  a  balance  of  special  education  students  and  English  learners  that  is  reflective  of  the  general                                 

population  within  the  district,  and  require  that  a  petition  for  a  charter  school  operated  by  or  as  a                                     
nonprofit  public  benefit  corporation  include  the  names  and  qualifications  of  the  governing  body.                           
Regulation  also  reflects   NEW  LAW  (AB  982)  which  requires  the  petition  to  include  requirements  for                               
providing  homework  assignments,  upon  request,  to  students  who  have  been  suspended  for  two  or                             
more  days.  Regulation  also  reflects   NEW  LAW  (AB  1507)  which  limits  the  ability  of  a  charter  school  to                                     
establish  a  resource  center,  meeting  space,  or  other  satellite  facility  used  for  nonclassroom-based                           
independent   study   outside   district   boundaries.   

  

BP/E   0420.41   -   Charter   School   Oversight   
(BP/E   revised)   

Policy  updated  to  reflect   NEW  LAWS  (AB  1505  and  AB  1595)  which  require  a  charter  school  to                                   
request  a  material  revision  to  its  charter  whenever  it  proposes  to  expand  operations  at  one  or  more                                   
grade  levels,  and  AB  1505  which  revises  criteria  for  the  provision  of  technical  assistance  to  charter                                 
schools  beginning  with  the  2020-21  school  year.  Exhibit  updated  to  add  new  requirements  for  charter                               
schools  pursuant  to   NEW  LAWS ,  including  requirements  to  refrain  from  discouraging  a  student  from                             

enrolling  for  any  reason   (SB  75) ,  hold  a  public  hearing  when  adopting  the  local  control  and                                 



accountability  plan   (SB  75) ,  provide  assistive  technology  devices  to  a  student  at  home  or  a  student                                 
who  transfers  to  another  school   (AB  605) ,  pay  a  student's  tuition  and  conduct  on-site  visits  if  the                                   
charter  school  has  a  master  contract  with  a  nonpublic,  nonsectarian  school   (AB  1172) ,  phase  in  a                                 
requirement  for  teachers  to  hold  the  certificate  or  permit  required  for  their  certificated  assignment                             

(AB  1505) ,  provide  parent/guardian  notices  in  English  and  in  the  primary  language  when  15  percent                               
or  more  of  the  students  speak  a  language  other  than  English   (SB  75) ,  provide  students  with  a  meal  of                                       
their  choice  regardless  of  unpaid  meal  fees   (SB  265) ,  adopt  policy  on  suicide  prevention  applicable  to                                 
grades  K-6   (AB  1767) ,  print  the  national  domestic  abuse  hotline  number  on  student  identification                             
cards   (SB  316) ,  post  specified  information  on  bullying  and  harassment  prevention   (AB  34) ,  include                             
the  charter  school's  sexual  harassment  policy  in  student  orientations  and  notify  students  of  the  policy                               
by  posting  a  poster   (AB  543) ,  neither  expel  a  student  in  grades  K-12  nor  suspend  a  student  in  grades                                       
K-8  for  disrupting  school  activities  or  willfully  defying  the  authority  of  school  personnel   (SB  419) ,                               

provide  a  student  who  is  suspended  for  two  or  more  days  with  the  homework  assigned  during  the                                   
period  of  suspension   (AB  982) ,  and  update  and  reissue  a  former  student's  records  to  include  the                                 
student's  updated  name  or  gender   (AB  711) .  Exhibit  also  reflects  current  law  requiring  charter  schools                               
to  accept  and  provide  full  or  partial  credit  for  coursework  completed  by  a  foster  youth,  homeless                                 
student,  former  juvenile  court  school  student,  child  of  a  military  family,  migrant  student,  or  immigrant                               
student   participating   in   a   newcomer   program   at   another   school.   

  

BP   0420.42-   Charter   School   Renewal   
(BP   revised)   

Policy  updated  to  reflect   NEW  LAW  (SB  98,  2020)   which  amends  the  criteria  for  renewal  when  the                                   
two  consecutive  years  immediately  preceding  the  renewal  include  the  2019-20  school  year  (i.e.,                           
renewals  submitted  in  2020-21  and  2021-22).  Policy  adds  the  requirement  that  the  determination  of                             
a  charter  school's  academic  progress  be  based  on  all  the  state  indicators  in  the  California  School                                 
Dashboard  for  which  it  receives  performance  levels,  provided  that  the  charter  school  has  school  wide                               
performance  levels  on  at  least  two  measurements  of  academic  performance  per  year  and  for  at  least                                 

two  student  subgroups.  Policy  also  reflects  action  taken  by  the  State  Board  of  Education  (SBE)  in                                 
November  2020  to  approve  a  list  of  valid  and  reliable  indicators  of  academic  progress  and                               
postsecondary   outcomes   that   may   be   used   to   demonstrate   a   charter   school's   academic   performance.     

  
  
  
  
  



BP   0420.43   -   Charter   School   Revocation   
(BP   revised)   

Policy  updated  to  move  up  the  material  regarding  immediate  revocation  of  a  charter  school  in  the                                 
event  of  a  severe  and  imminent  threat  to  the  health  or  safety  of  students  and  to  reflect   NEW  LAW  (AB                                         
1505)  which  provides  that  increases  in  student  achievement  for  all  numerically  significant  student                           
subgroups  should  be  a  factor,  but  not  necessarily  the  most  important  factor,  in  determining  whether                               
to  revoke  a  charter.  Section  on  "School  Closure"  added  to  clarify  that  if  the  charter  school  is  revoked                                     
and   ceases   operation,   the   closure   procedures   specified   in   the   charter   will   be   implemented.   

  

BP   0430   -   Comprehensive   Local   Plan   for   Special   Education   
(BP   revised)   

Policy  updated  to  reflect  the  requirement  that  the  Special  Education  Local  Plan  Area  (SELPA)  submit                               
its  local  plan  to  the  county  office  of  education  and/or  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  the                                 
requirement,  beginning  July  1,  2020,  to  review  the  plan  every  three  years.  Policy  also  clarifies  the                                 
different  types  of  SELPA  governance  structures  and  adds  an  option  for  arrangements  in  which  the                               
district  joins  with  other  districts  and  the  county  office  of  education  to  form  a  SELPA.  Policy  deletes                                   
material  related  to  the  referral  and  eligibility  of  students  for  special  education,  which  is  addressed  in                                 

AR  6164.4  -  Identification  and  Evaluation  of  Individuals  for  Special  Education.  Policy  adds                           
requirements  to  adopt  a  procedure  for  the  ongoing  review  of  programs  and  a  mechanism  for                               
correcting   any   identified   problem.   

  

AR   0430   -   Comprehensive   Local   Plan   for   Special   Education   
(AR   revised)   

Regulation  updated  to  reflect  the  new  template  for  the  SELPA  plan  developed  by  the  California                               

Department  of  Education  (CDE).  Section  on  "Definitions"  revised  to  delete  definitions  for  terms  which                             
are  not  used  in  this  policy  and  regulation.  Section  on  "Elements  of  the  Plan"  expanded  to  include                                   
further  details  regarding  required  components.  Regulation  also  reflects   NEW  LAW  (SB  75,  2019)                          
which  requires  the  SELPA  plan  to  include  an  annual  assurances  support  plan,  beginning  July  1,  2021                                 
based  on  a  CDE  template  developed  by  July  1,  2020.  Regulation  adds  a  requirement  that  each                                 
school  post  a  notice  of  the  public  hearing  that  will  be  held  by  the  SELPA  to  adopt  the  plan,  and  adds  a                                             
new  section  on  "Availability  of  the  Plan"  which  includes  a  requirement  to  post  the  SELPA  plan  on  the                                     
district's   web   site   and   make   it   available   in   the   district   office.   

  
  

  


