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Prerequisite(s) (REQUIRED):

English 9 (will need to have passed the class and have a good foundation on writing an argumentative essay)

Corequisite(s) (REQUIRED):

Brief Course Description (REQUIRED):

Mock trial is an exercise where students, playing the roles of attorneys and witnesses for either the
plaintift/prosecution and defense. engage in a trial of a fictional civil or criminal case. At the end of the
semester, the teams will scrimmage against each other in a mock trial

Course Purpose (REQUIRED):
What is the purpose of this course? Please provide a brief description of the goals and expected outcomes. Note: More

specificity than a simple recitation of the State Standards is needed.

This course will prepare students for the challenges of critical thinking in college. Students will learn how to look at
multiple perspectives of an issue and be proficient in using valid evidence to argue each side. Students will learn to
work in collaborative groups, and present their arguments, building public speaking skills and confidence.

Course Outline (REQUIRED):
Detailed description of topics covered. All historical knowledge is expected to be empirically based, give examples.

Show examples of how the text is incorporated into the topics covered.

Fundamentals of Law- Students will be able to define “law,” Students will be able to differentiate between the
different types of law, students will be able to explain why society has laws, students will be able to give general
purpose for criminal and civil law.

Settling disputes- Students will be able to give examples of conflict resolution techniques, students will be able to
explain examples for solving disputes.
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Court system- students will be able to understand the court proceedings and process in the various court systems.

Students will analyze a mock trial case, ultimately acting out the entire case, including witness statements, bailiff,
prosecution, and defense.

Students will analyze historical cases and how they shaped current American Legislation and “retry” them.

Students will analyze a piece of American Literature and create a “mock trial” on the perceived crimes of the
characters.

Students will analyze current event court cases, and analyze the arguments.

Students will learn the fundamentals of persuasion, logical fallacies, and evaluate political debates.

Writing Assignments (REQUIRED):
Give examples of the writing assignments and the use of critical analysis within the writing assignments.

Students will write detailed arguments from multiple perspectives of the case given (from perspectives of defense and
prosecution). In these assignments, students will cite case law, and evidence to help build stronger arguments.
Students will have to synthesize from multiple sources in order to successfully write compelling arguments.

Students will evaluate current and past court proceedings for weakness of arguments.

Students will write fictional journal prompts based people mentioned and involved in Just Mercy.

Students will write an evaluation and summary of the book, Just Mercy

Students will write an argumentative essay about Law and Order in the United States, and one about the use of
persuasion and propaganda in political ads and debates, about racial and class injustices in the American Justice

system as detailed in Just Mercy

Students will write persuasive essays about various court cases.

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS (REQUIRED)

Textbook #1

Title: Just Mercy (Adapted for Young Adults) Edition:

Author:Bryan Stevenson ISBN: 0525580069

Publisher: Ember Publication Date: September 10, 2019
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Usage:
Q Primary Text
v Read in entirety or near

Textbook #2

Title: Edition:

Author: ISBN:

Publisher: Publication Date:
Usage:

Q0 Primary Text
O Read in entirety or near

Supplemental Instructional Materials Please include online, and open source resources if any.

Case Packet provided for competition
Past Case packets
Articles

Estimated costs for classroom materials and supplies (REQUIRED). Please describe in detail.
If more space is needed than what is provided, please attach backup as applicable.

Cost for class set of textbooks: $ 353 Description of Additional Costs:

Additional costs:$

Total cost per class set of instructional materials: | $353

Key Assignments (REQUIRED):

Please provide a detailed description of the Key Assignments including tests, and quizzes, which should incorporate
not only short answers but essay questions also. How do assignments incorporate topics? Include all major
assessments that students will be required to complete

Socratic Seminars discussing cases in current events in the US and how they can be argued
The final would be a full through of the mock trial case given to use by the county.
Written argumentative essays arguing each side of an issue.

Instructional Methods and/or Strategies (REQUIRED):

Please list specific instructional methods that will be used.

Collaborative learning groups, direct instruction, independent work

Page 4 of 9



Assessment Methods and/or Tools (REQUIRED):

Please list different methods of assessments that will be used.

Argumentative essays at the end of each unit/module (graded with a synthesis essay rubric) where the student shows
proficiency in the ability to create an argument using multiple sources and address all sides of an issue - anticipating

counter arguments and objections.

COURSE PACING GUIDE AND OBJECTIVES (REQUIRED)

Day(s) | Objective Standard(s) Chapter(s | Reference
)
5 Students will get to know one another, class CCSS 11-12 S&L,
environment, ice breaker activities, class W,

expectations, team building.

1 Students will be able to define law CCSS 11-12RI

5-8 Students will be able to differentiate different CCSS 11-12 RI
types of Law

1-2 Students will be able to explain why society has CCSS 11-12 W,
laws S&L, L

1-2 Students will be able to give general purpose for CCSS 11-12 W,
criminal and civil law. S&L,L

3 Students will write an argumentative essay CCSS 11-12 WRI
outlining the purpose of law and order in society

5 Current event case study. Students will focusona | CCSS 11-12
current event around a court case. They will RI, W

evaluate the news, coverage, and arguments

involved in the case.
They will write a short essay about their opinions

involving the case.

1 Students will be able to explain trial court CCSS 11-12RI

2 Students will be able to explain and understand CCSS 11-12RI
various objections used in court
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Students will be able to explain appeals and
appeals courts

CCSS 11-12RI

Students will explain Federal and State court
systems and explain the differences

CCSS 11-12 RI

Students will be able to explain Supreme Court
and its impact on US Legislation

CCSS 11-12 RI

Students will write an informative essay on the US
legislative system

CCSS 11-12 W

Read and discuss first two chapters of Just Mercy
Collaborative Group discussion, Notes from
discussion submitted.

CCSSRL, S&L, L

Current event Case Study. Students will focus on
a current event around a court case. They will
evaluate the news, coverage, and arguments in the
court case, they will write a short essay about their
opinions involving the case.

CCSS 11-12RI, W

Read and discuss chapters 3-4 Just Mercy
Socratic Seminar

CCSS 11-12RL,
S&L, L

Students will be introduced to the new case packet
for the competition.

CCSS 11-12RL

Students will rhetorically read through the case
and evaluate the information given.

CCSS 11-12RL

Students will participate in collaborative class
discussion regarding the case given

CCSS 11-12RL,
S&L,L

Students will create a timeline of the case

CCSS 11-12 CCSS

analyzing information for importance for defense | 11-12 RL, RI
and prosecution

Read chapters 5-6 Just Mercy CCSS 11-12
Silent Conversation exercise RL,W,L

Students will pick roles for the mock trial

CCSS 11-12 S&L

Students will be broken into prosecution and
defense teams and given expectations of case,
teams and roles

CCSS 11-12RL, W,
S&L

Students will be introduced to logical fallacies

CCSS 11-12 S&L L
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Read Chapters 7-8 Just Mercy
Collaborative Discussion about Race and Law and
current events

CCSS 11-12
RL, L, S&L

Students will draft pre-trial arguments

CCSS11-12 W, S&L

Read Chapters 9-10 Just Mercy
Write a one 5 word summary for each chapter.
Justify your 5 word summary.

CCSS 11-12
RL,L,W

Students will present and evaluate pre-trial
arguments

CCSS S&L, W

10

Students will create trial arguments within their
teams. “Witnesses” will perfect characters,
statements, “Attorneys” will prepare questions and
run through with “witnesses”

CCSS S&L, W, RL

Read Chapters 11-12 Just Mercy

Write a journal entry from the perspective of
Bryan, Walt, or any of the other people brought up
in these chapters.

CCSSRL,W,L

Students will revisit objections, Students will
work with their questions, looking at potential
objections from “other side”, and prepare
arguments to counter objections

CCSS W, RI

Students will evaluate clips from
televised/recorded court proceedings to identify
fallacies, objections, arguments, witness
statements

CCSS S&L, W, L

Read Chapters 13-14 Just Mercy

Write a response to Stevenson as if you were the
opposing counsel on Sullivan’s case mentioned in
chapter 14

Students will do full trial runthrough

CCSS S&L,L

Current Event court study- Students will evaluate
a current event surrounding a court case. They
will evaluate arguments, case, efc.

CCSS, RI, S&L, L,
W

Midterm Exam- Students will be given a prior
case, write an argument from either side,
prosecution or defense.

Read Chapters 15, 16, Epilogue of Just Mercy

CCSSRL,W,L
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Write a summary and review of the book.

Watch movie version Just Mercy, using video
guide, followed by discussion of themes of racial
injustice in American Justice system.

CCSSS&L, L, W

Trial run through/rehearsal

CCSS S&L L

Run Through Evaluations

CCSS 11-12 W, S&L

Constitution and Bill of Rights - Students will
analyze famous cases as they align with with
various Amendments and Rights

CCSS RI, W, S&L

Socratic Seminar Constitution Bill of Rights-
Students will discuss various issues of laws and
rights -

CCSS S&L RI

Mock Trial Run Through- Students will run
through and rehearse mock trial in preparation for
competition

CCSS S&L, RI, RL,
L

Run through Evaluations

CCSS W, S&L

Competition Week - Evaluate performances of
competing teams, identify team weaknesses,
tweak run throughs

CCSS S&L, RI, RL L

Current event case study. Students will focus on a
current event around a court case. They will
evaluate the news, coverage, and arguments
involved in the case.

They will write a short essay about their opinions
involving the case.

CCSS S&L, W, RI

Persuasion - students will learn about propaganda
and persuasion in political ads/debates

CCSS L, RI, S&L

Students will watch a political debate and evaluate
each of the participants for logical fallacies, and
other techniques

CCSS W, S&L

Students will write an argumentative essay about
the use of persuasion, propaganda, and fallacies in
politics

CCSS W,RI, L

15

Mock Trial and Literature- Students will read a
piece of literary fiction, and create a trial centered
around the perceived crimes of the character(s)

CCSSRL, RI, W,
S&L,L
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3 Perform Mock Trial from Literature: Students will | CCSS S&L, L
perform the mock trial based on the literature
read.

5 Current event case study. Students will focus ona | CCSSRI, S&L, L, W
current event around a court case. They will
evaluate the news, coverage, and arguments
involved in the case.

They will write a short essay about their opinions

involving the case.

5 Constitution and Bill of Rights - Students will Rl S&L,L, W
analyze famous cases as they align with with
various Amendments and Rights (Covering
various other

15 Pick a famous court case from history (that RI, S&L,L, W
impacted current legislation), analyze it and retry
it.

5 Final Exam Students will evaluate a prior case and | RL, RL, W, L

write an argument from any side.

C. HONORS COURSES ONLY

Indicate how much this honors course is different from the standard course.

D. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Context for course (optional)

We have a Mock Trial team that competes in the county and state level. Other high schools that have competitive
Mock Trial teams offer a course for the team to become more knowledgeable and competitive. This class can provide
depth of knowledge to create a better understanding of persuasion, developing an argument, and why and how laws
and the legal system impact daily life.

History of Course Development (optional)
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